The role of radiation therapy in the treatment of recurrent adult laryngeal papillomatosis.
Laryngeal papillomatosis is an uncommon condition in the adult, but it can be severe enough to require tracheostomy for obstructive changes following multiple recurrences, despite surgical local excisions and medical therapies. Few satisfactory treatments are available for such cases to restore both airway function and speech. Some patients may require laryngectomy for progressive dysfunction. The role of radiation therapy has been controversial, with some reports of malignant transformation following treatment. The authors describe two cases treated with irradiation, resulting in complete clearance of the lesions and return of airway and vocal function. Follow-up is given, and the available literature is reviewed.